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Figuring out the American Eel 


By Joe Gough 


The American eel 


The eel is regarded by many as a slimy, snake-like creature. 
But those who have enjoyed its sweet, white flesh know 
otherwise. Curiosity about eels, however, is widespread. 


Dr. David Cairns and colleagues’ close scientific inquisitiveness 
about eels even made revisions to dictionaries necessary. Look up 
“catadromous”—the word for species that spawn in the sea and 
live in fresh water—and you're likely to find eels listed as the prime 
example. But new research has shown it’s not necessarily so. 


continues on page 3 
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A new employee visits one of the many kiosks featured at the DFO Orientation Day. 


On January 8, 120 new employees received a warm and educational welcome to 
DFO, Maritimes Region, when they participated in an orientation day at the Bedford 
Institute of Oceanography. 


Coordinated by the regional Human Resources Branch, the event was filled with learning, 
networking and fun as participants met and mingled with senior managers, learned about the 
various departmental sectors, and were enlightened about the many support services available 
to them. 

In addition, over 15 kiosks were featured ranging in topics from the Canadian Coast Guard, 
Species at Risk, Human Resources, and DFO Connect!, to the Learning Centre Plus, the Employee 
Assistance Program, unions, and much more! 

But the wealth of information didn’t just stop at the kiosks. In fact, the Regional Director General 
and the CCG Assistant Commissioner provided an overview of DFO and the CCG, informing 
participants about the many ways in which the department is a national and international leader in 
marine safety, and in the management of oceans and freshwater resources. 

Participants heard about the many benefits of becoming involved in the union, learned who's 
who on a panel of union and corporate representatives, and concluded the morning with a 
luncheon featuring keynote speaker Kathi Stewart, Director of Aboriginal Fisheries. The afternoon 
consisted of science and CCG workshops, tours of the Institute and the CCGS Hudson, and closing 
remarks from the Associate Regional Director General. 

Overall, the event was successful in not only welcoming new employees to the region, but also 
in establishing a positive and educational beginning to their career with DFO. 


Tracie L. Eisener works as a junior communications officer in the Communications Branch, Maritimes Region. 
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How can all those reference books be wrong? 

“Because we still know too little about eels,” says Dr. Cairns of 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada in Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
sland. “Compared with cod, salmon, and other well-known 
species, knowledge of eels is probably a half-century behind.” 

Two species of eels inhabit the North Atlantic region—the 
American and European eels—while 15 species are recognized 
world wide. 

Despite its wide range of habitat (from northern South America 
to Labrador and Greenland), the American eel is considered to be 
a single population. The reason is that eels apparently migrate to a 
single area to spawn: the Sargasso Sea east of Bermuda in the 
southern North Atlantic. Individual progeny of this grand reunion 
could have parents from such widely separated areas as Labrador 
and Mexico. The breeding population is so well mixed as to show 
no regional genetic differences. 

From the Sargasso Sea, larvae drift out and gradually change 
into transparent “glass eels.” These transform into elvers—small but 
fully formed eels—which in turn become larger, “yellow eels,” often 
found ascending rivers. Female eels grow largest, sometimes more 
than a metre in length. 

Finally, after as long as 30 or even more years, yellow eels 
change into sexually mature “silver eels.” These migrate down 
rivers and streams and make the journey back to the Sargasso Sea 
to spawn. 

Birth at sea, life in fresh water was the accepted life history, until 
researchers found new ways to analyze the otoliths (earstones) of 
fish. Elements absorbed from the water are present in the chemical 
composition of the otoliths, and can reveal fish migrations. Such 
analysis showed that in the Maritimes region, some American eels 
ascend the rivers and stay there, but others stay in salt water or 
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brackish estuaries, never ascending into fresh water. Still others shift. 


back and forth between different salinity zones. 


Dr. Cairns and colleagues were the first to show that some 
American eels spend their entire lives in salt water. 

This discovery means that different groupings stick to different 
habitats, and that makes the conservation picture very complex and 
distinct from area to area. Scientific data on eel are few, but 
Dr. Cairns unearthed old Atlantic salmon surveys that also 
enumerate eels. These data suggest that while Maritime 
populations have fluctuated, there's no sign of disaster—whereas 
the collapse of the Lake Ontario and Upper St. Lawrence 
population is a concern. Eels in some areas have even been 
increasing in recent years. 

What's more, Dr. Cairns and DFO and other colleagues, many 
in Quebec, now suspect—from trapping eels and checking the 
density of their distribution—that more live in marine water than in 
fresh. If additional research proves this out, it will further change 
the conservation picture. 

“Dams do constitute an obstacle to the upstream migration of 
eels,” Dr. Cairns says. “But they don’t appear to be the smoking 
gun in the Lake Ontario collapse.” 

Researchers have suggested many other hypotheses, including 
fishing pressure, invasive species, low oxygen in parts of the 
St. Lawrence, and environmental contaminants. “But some are 
open to question,” Dr. Cairns says. 

Though many eel riddles remain unsolved, science Is answering 
more questions than ever before. And the progress starts with basic 
biology, where David Cairns and other researchers are overturning 
preconceptions about a famous but mysterious species. 


Former DFO employee Joe Gough is a researcher and writer specializing 
in fisheries. 
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A Day in the Life of a Coast Guard Standards 
and Inspection Officer 


By Michelle Cannizzaro 


Shauna Akerman 


Shauna Akerman is a regional standards and inspection officer with the 
Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) in the Newfoundland and Labrador Region. 
She loves how her job enables the CCG to provide crucial services to Canadians. 


Shauna ensures that operational 
certificates are kept up to date and 
coordinates with Transport Canada Marine 
Safety during CCG vessel refits and 
general maintenance periods. Shauna’s 
responsibilities also include providing 
administrative publications to the fleet as 
well as helping with the recruitment 
efforts of the CCG. 

As a former navigation officer, Shauna 
understands the importance of her 
current position. 

“Having spent time in the fleet, | can 
understand the need for ongoing 
communications between the vessels and 
the shore support,” she says. “That's how 
CCG personnel get the support they 


need, and what really keeps our fleet in 
Canada’s service.” 

Listening to Shauna talk about her 
19 years in the Public Service, what 
transpires is her unshakable enthusiasm 
for her work with the Coast Guard. 

“Since | graduated from the Coast 
Guard College, I've always had a great 
appreciation for the work of the CCG. 
There is such camaraderie amid Coast 
Guard members, and a strong bond 
between the CCG and Canadians. In any 
port within our province we can be sure 
that locals will give us a warm welcome. 
People often invite us into their homes to 
share a cup of coffee.” 


Shauna also comments that her work 
with the Coast Guard has given her 
flexibility in her daily life. “Being in the 
public service has allowed me to live the 
lifestyle | was hoping for,” she notes. 

“| get flexible working hours and 
opportunities for professional 
development. I've also had the chance to 
travel to some of Atlantic Canada’s most 
beautiful areas.” 

Shauna worked with the fleet, search 
and rescue prevention, hydrography, and 
aids to navigation before she joined the 
regional standards and inspection team. 
But her career path doesn’t end there! 

Shauna will soon be beginning a special 
assignment as a project lead to the Aids to 
Navigation of the Twenty-First Century 
(ATON 21) initiative for the Newfoundland 
and Labrador Region. The ATON 21 project 
aims to continue to adapt Canada’s marine 
services to new technology and the needs 
of the mariners of the 21* century. One of 
the major focuses of the project Is to create 
a national direction that all CCG regions and 
headquarters can achieve together. Shauna 
says that this will include things such as 
bringing continuity to long- and short-range 
navigational aids throughout Canada’s 
waters. 

When reflecting on her career, Shauna 
says that she Is glad she chose a 
profession in the public service. “Meeting 
the mandate is the bottom line. You don't 
always get this clear objective of service to 
Canadians in the private sector,” she 
SUMS UD. 

“People always ask me if | love my 
job. | do. | am definitely not waiting 
to retire.” 


Michelle Cannizzaro is a communications co-op 
student who completed an assignment in the 
Communications Branch, Newfoundland and 
Labrador Region. 


The Deputy Minister Visits the Gulf Fisheries Centre 


Employees from the Gulf Fisheries 
Centre had the opportunity to meet 
Deputy Minister Michelle d’Auray 
while she was on a visit in Moncton in 
mid-February. Members of the 
Government of Canada Workplace 
Charitable Campaign Committee 
appreciated the time she spent 
discussing with them successes and 
challenges of previous campaigns. The 
committee members presented her 
with a cook book which contained 
recipes from employees. The book 
was a hot sale item and an important 
funding tool in the 2007 campaign. 
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Government of Canada Workplace Charitable Campaign Committee with Michelle d’Auray. 
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A World First in Oil Dispersion in 
Ice-Infested Waters 


By Nathalie Letendre 


That's what we di pu explain 
Superintendent Martin oe 


Oil and Gas Environmental 
Research in Dartmouth, 


Nova Scotia. The scientific He adds that the ccG wants 
testing was performed with improve its oil spill response — 
the assistance of the CCG's methods, particularly in ie 
Environmental Response conditions. 


Division, which sees the 
potential of adding a new 
response technique to Its 


arsenal of tools for This exercise could not have been 
responding to oil spills possible without the professional 
in winter. collaboration of the crew of the 

The testing involved CCGS Martha L. Black. 
dispersing hydrocarbons eeccccce 
(light crude oil in that case) —_ Nathalie Letendre is a communications advisor in the 
in the form of cl ay-oll regional Communications Branch, Quebec Region. 


aggregates in a natural 
environment where ice Is 
present, by way of 


Recovery of measurement instruments (particle counter and turbidimeter) and underwater camera. combin| ng the use of fine 
The particle counter is used to evaluate the size and concentration of particles that pass through the cl ay minerals—non-toxic 
device. The turbidimeter measures the turbidity of the water by means of light transmitted or 
reflected by solids in suspension. The camera makes it possible to visualize the particles and neutral for the 
(oil droplets, sediments, clay-oil aggregates, ice crystals, etc.). environment—with en ergy 


generated by an icebreaker's 
propellers. Stirring the water 
causes the oil slick to quickly 
From January 27 to February 1, a team _ break up in tiny droplets that the fine 
of researchers, consisting of Canadian minerals stick to, thus forming clay-oil 
Coast Guard members from the aggregates. Once they cover the droplet, the 
Integrated Technical Services Directorate clay minerals prevent the oil slick from 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada forming again at the surface of the water. 
scientific staff, carried out the final step The aggregates then disperse in the 
in the testing of an alternative oil spill environment and biodegrade. 
response technique designed to In this trial, CCGS Martha L. Black helped 
minimize the adverse effects of an oil deploy the energy that was required for the 
spill in  ice-infested waters. The  clay-oil aggregates to form. This technique 
Environmental Response Division is the speeds up natural biodegradation processes, 
lead in this project, which is conducted thereby minimizing the environmental 
under CCG’s Research and Development impact of the oll. 


Photo: Martin Blouin 


program. The results of the study will not be 
known for several months but the initial 
The purpose of the exercise, which was observations confirm the formation of 
coordinated by Berriard Doyon of CCG's clay-oll aggregates. The success of this trial 
Hydraulic Engineering Division, was to verify could mean an international breakthrough 
in situ (10 km off the shore of Matane) the in the area of oil spill response in ice- 
method developed by Dr. Kenneth Lee, infested waters. 


Executive Director of the Centre for Offshore 
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Breaking the Ice Between Quebec and Maritimes Regions 


By Johnny Leclair 


Icebreaking operations are essential in the St. Lawrence River, which remains, even in winter, an important 
waterway for maritime transport to harbours along its shores. CCGS Amundsen regularly assists with 
icebreaking activities in the St. Lawrence. However in July 2007, as part of International Polar Year, the 
icebreaker left Québec City for an 18-month scientific mission in the Arctic. 


To maintain icebreaking activities without fail on the 
St. Lawrence River, two ships from the Maritimes were 


deployed to work in collaboration with the Quebec Region. 


From December to March 2008, CCGS Louis S. St Laurent 
and Terry Fox provided icebreaking services in the 
St. Lawrence River and estuary. 

The St. Lawrence River is one of the world’s most 
challenging waterways to navigate; so Maritimes Region 


CCGS Pierre Radisson on the Saguenay River. 


commanding officers had to learn the unique features of 
the river before carrying out their icebreaking duties. 

Captain Michel Bourdeau, Commanding Officer of the 
CCGS Pierre Radisson, stepped up to help and developed a 
special training program that included both a theoretical 
and a practical component. The training was delivered in 
December, just before the beginning of the 2007-2008 
icebreaking season. Commanding officers from the 
Maritimes sailed on board the 
Radisson and familiarized 
themselves with strategic areas 
of the St. Lawrence and of the 
Saguenay fjord. 

In recognition of Captain 
Bourdeau’s exceptional 
pedagogical skills and of his 
efforts, commanding officers 
from the Maritimes Region held 
a ceremony on board the CCGS 
Terry Fox on January 23, to 
thank him and present him with 
a photograph of the Jerry Fox. 

New friendships were born 
thanks to a collaboration that 
allowed the Coast Guard to 
continue providing essential 
services to mariners and 
Canadians who depend on 
maritime transport. 


Johnny Leclair is a CCG superintendant 
at the Québec City regional Operations 
Centre, Quebec Region. 
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Mysteries of the Ice: Using the Past to Predict the Future 


No one knows the mysteries of ice like 
DFO's own expert, Dr. Simon Prinsenberg. 
Dr. Prinsenberg, who has been a research 
scientist for the department since 1974, 
has become one of Canada’s top experts 
in ice-ocean processes. He received the 
2006 Tully Medal in Oceanography for his 
long history of research and development 
advances in the Arctic and sub-Arctic 
oceans. 


As he prepares for his annual research 
expedition, he can already imagine the 
exciting Information waiting to be unlocked 
from the ice. 

“Each year the ice properties are 
different as they depend on the wind and 


By Sarah Hardy 


freezing events,” he comments. “No two 
winters have storms or cold snaps that 
occur in the same sequence.” 

Dr. Prinsenberg’s passion for ice 
research came to light over 40 years ago 
during his studies at Victoria University. 
After completing his education, he became 
involved in a variety of research projects, 
from studying the effects of hydro-electric 
development on the ocean, to his 
involvement in the Canadian Arctic 
Archipelago Pilot Project, which examined 
the Northwest Passage as a potential 
medium to carry oil to the East Coast. 

His leadership since then has led to 
novel developments in ice monitoring and, 
as a result of transferring this technology to 


Canadian manufacturers, he is often 
internationally consulted on ice 
instrumentation. His two current projects 
will take him from the East Coast of Canada 
to the Beaufort Sea, near the Arctic Ocean. 
Using a Canadian Coast Guard 
helicopter, outfitted with specialized ice 
monitoring equipment, Dr. Prinsenberg will 
work with a team of people to examine ice- 
ocean interaction. Samples of ice thickness, 
snow depths and surface roughness data 
will be collected in support of ice signature 
identification in satellite imagery for the 
Canadian Space Agency and the Program of 
Energy Research and Development projects. 
These detailed studies will be used to 
measure changes in ice thickness in order 


Bill Kelly 


From Black Belt to Mediation, Bill Kelly has Conflict 
Management Covered 


By Larry Vaters 


management. 


Placed at the front of Bill Kelly's desk is a guitar fret 
board, a symbol of his musical talents and other interests, 
which also include martial arts. But he has many other 
skills under his belt! He became a conflict resolution 
advisor for the Office of Values, Integrity and Conflict 
Resolution (VICR) in the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Region in November 2007. He is a results-based individual 
with deep convictions about positive conflict management. 


Bill sees a correlation between martial arts and conflict 


“In martial arts, the adversarial approach is viewed as a last 
resort,” he explains. “Likewise, we must understand that the 
adversarial approach Is far from the only way to manage conflict.” 

“Having a black belt can’t hurt though!” he jokingly adds. 

Bill started his federal government career in 1987 with 


Transport Canada, and moved on to the Coast Guard in 2000, to 


to compare with output from ice-ocean 
models and to support ice forecasting for 
marine transportation and DFO’s own 
marine habitat studies. 

Dr. Prinsenberg’s annual ice research is 
a meticulous process and every minute 
detail plays an important role in solving the 
task at hand; but as many of us know, 
science is not black and white. 

“Field research and instrumentation 
development always take twice as long as 
expected,” Dr. Prinsenberg explains. “Good 
data will answer hopefully the one question. 
you set out to answer, but usually shows 
variability that one cannot explain. In field 
work you may solve one question per field 

“program and see 10 other problems that 
require further thought, new 
instrumentation and field work.” 


Sarah Hardy is a junior communications officer in the 
regional Communications Branch, Maritimes Region. 


work on the Aids to Navigation project and 
the Fleet Staffing Strategy. During this time, 
following his keen interest in inter-personal 
communications—or lack thereof, he began 
his studies in the field of conflict 
management. 

In 2003, Bill was accepted into the Coast 
Guard's Developmental Training Program to 
complete a Master's degree in conflict 
analysis and management with a specialty in 
organizational conflict. Bill credits the CCG 
program for providing the opportunity to 
complete his Master's without the added 
financial stress that often accompanies 
higher learning. 

After honing his skills as a certified 
facilitator and mediator in the federal public 
service and in the private sector for several 
years, his training and experience was finally 
realized when he accepted the position of 
conflict resolution advisor with VICR. 

His role is to improve the workplace for 
all DFO employees through services such as 
workshops, awareness sessions, 
consultations, coaching, individual 


Simon Prinsenberg on one of his many research trips 


mediations, facilitated discussions and 
group interventions in a confidential, 
objective and impartial manner. 

Bill’s main goal is to increase awareness 
of services provided by VICR and to educate 
management and staff on how they can 
more efficiently manage conflict in the 
workplace. Bill believes that being aware of 
and acknowledging the role we all play in 
making the workplace a healthy, effective 
and efficient operation will help improve 
employee well-being, morale and 
productivity. 

He points out that he respects the 
neutrality of his role and works closely with 
unions and management to ensure that 
conflict management is a collaborative effort. 

Bill would also like to see a change in 
organizational culture, reflected by people's 
perceptions of conflict being a positive force 
as opposed to a negative one. 

“This may be an enormous task,” he 
comments. 

He believes that changing our behavior 
to fix small problems before they escalate 


into major ones and respecting others’ 
opinions and concerns are of paramount 
importance to positive conflict 
management. 

When asked how to avoid conflict he 
promptly replies, 

“Don't! It is counter productive and will 
only escalate behind the scenes and 
eventually lead to an unhealthy workplace.” 

If it is beyond one’s level of competence 
to effectively deal with conflict, Bill would 
encourage employees to seek help which is 
readily available at DFO. He also 
encourages participation in training in areas 
such as difficult conversations, effective 
team building and interest-based 
negotiation. 

“Being more aware of conflict 
management approaches and respecting 
other people's differences will lead to a 
reduction in conflict,” he concludes. 


Larry Vaters is a communications officer in the 
regional Communications Branch of Newfoundland 
and Labrador. 
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With a cruising range of 12,000 nautical 
miles and a crew complement of 19 plus 
two fishery officers, the CCGS Leonard J. 
Cowley is a key vessel in the Canadian 
Coast Guard's fleet. Construction of the 
vessel, classed as an offshore ice- 
strength multi-task cutter, was 
completed in the mid-nineteen eighties 
in British Columbia. 


The vessel has an overall length of 
72 metres, is 14 metres wide, has a draft of 
4.5 metres, is equipped with a helicopter 
deck and hangar, carries two fast rescue 
crafts and can accommodate 41 people. 


It was named after biologist Leonard J. 
Cowley, a native of St. John’s, NL, who 
became the first regional director general 
of the Gulf Region, Atlantic Fisheries. 

Mr. Cowley was later appointed to the 
senior position of assistant deputy minister 
of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Before 
his death in 1982, Mr. Cowley had 
dedicated 22 years to the department. 

The main role of the CCGS Leonard J. 
Cowley is fisheries enforcement. The 
Cowley fulfills Canada’s commitment by 
carrying out patrols in the Northwest 
Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFO) 
regulatory area, outside of Canada’s 200 
mile limit. Areas of operation include the 
“nose” and “tail” of the Grand Banks, the 
Flemish Cap and Flemish Pass. It also 
contributes significantly to Canada’s 
offshore search and rescue capabilities. 

The Cowley is unique to the CCG fleet 
in many ways. It is the only foreign-going 
vessel in the fleet, and has completed 
trans-Atlantic voyages both to Portugal and 
the Azores. It is one of the few, if not only, 
classed vessel—certified by Lloyd's 
Registry—and one of a select few that are 
armed with machine guns and 
submachine guns. The Cowley spends 
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CCGS Leonard J. Cowley on patrol. 


more days at sea than any other CCG 
vessel, often accumulating in excess of 
300 days at sea per year. 

In the past 22 years, the Cowley and tts 
crew have been the subject of numerous 
media stories. In 1986, in conjunction with 
the RCMP, the Cowley retrieved four 
fishery officers detained by the Spanish 
vessels Amelia Meirama and Julio Molina, 
that were fleeing to Spain to escape 
justice. This precipitated vessel armament 
and armed boarding training for crew. 

In March 1995, the Cowley was 
involved in the seizure of the Spanish 


fishing vessel Estar, during the so-called 
“Turbot Wars.” 

In 1996, in a race against an impending 
storm, the Cowley rescued all 24 sailors 
from the cargo ship Amphion, which was 
in imminent danger of sinking about 
720 kilometers off Newfoundland. 

In 2000, the Cowley was the first 
Canadian government ship to achieve its 
International Safety Management (ISM) 
Certificate and was among the first 
government-owned vessels world wide to 
achieve this certification. 
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In 2001, rescue specialists 
from the Cowley spent a total 
of 26 hours onboard the 
fishing vessel Codeside caring 
for a severely injured 
crewman until the vessel 
reached port. At the time, a 
helicopter airlift was 
impossible due to severe 
weather conditions and the 
treatment provided by the 
rescue specialists is credited 
with saving the man’s life. 

In 2005, an armed 
boarding team from the 
Cowley intercepted and seized 
the Portuguese fishing vessel 
Santa Mafalda as a result of 
charges laid in 2003 for 
illegally fishing in Canadian 
waters and the vessel was 
escorted to St. John’s. 

From countless boardings 
in the treacherous waters of 
the North Atlantic, to aiding 
mariners in distress and 
faithfully patrolling our waters 
in support of Canada’s 
commitment to reduce 
overfishing, the CCGS Leonard 
J. Cowley continues to play 
a vital role in enforcing 
Canadian and NAFO 
regulations. 
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James Chmiel is a commanding officer 
with the Canadian Coast Guard in the 
Newfoundland and Labrador Region. 


Sustainability Guides Development 
of the Portneuf River 


By Jean-Guy Jacques, Simon Trépanier and Sylvi Racine 


When Hydro-Québec planned to partially divert the 
Portneuf River to the Bersimis complex on the 
North Shore, Fisheries and Oceans Canada worked 
closely with the proponent for the preservation of 
fish and its habitat in the area affected by 
the project. 


To ensure that Lake Portneuf, a productive habitat for 
foraging, wintering and spawning, remained accessible 
to brook trout, a highly prized species in the region, the 
department asked Hydro-Québec to install a fishway on 
a control structure to be constructed at the outlet of 
Lake Portneuf. Hydro Québec carried out the work in 
accordance with DFO’s requirements and three years of 
follow-up have revealed impressive results: over 25,000 
juveniles and 8,700 adults had successfully ascended the 
fishway to Lake Portneuf. With this addition to the original 
project, whose design benefited from the advice of a 
colleague from Central and Arctic Region, it was possible 
to ensure the free passage of fish to a lake that is used by 
fishers and by a nearby outfitter. 


Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada is responsible for 
the enforcement of the 
Fisheries Act (FA), and 
aspects of the Species at 
Risk Act (SARA) and the 
Canadian Environmental 


Assessment Act. The FA 
and SARA apply to all 
projects and activities 
carried out in or near 
water and that are likely 
to affect fish habitat. 


Three years of monitoring have shown that 
adding a fishway to the control structure that 
was to be built at the outlet of Lake Portneuf 
was a judicious measure that ensured passage 

of the brook trout, a highly prized species in 
the region. 


A diversion project in keeping with the principles 
of sustainable development 


The diversion of approximately 65 per cent of the water 
flow in the Portneuf River watershed required the 
construction of a dam between Lake Portneuf and 
Lake Itomamo. A second dam (control structure) was 
required at the outlet of Lake Portneuf to maintain the area 
of the lakes and to capture part of the spring runoff, which 
is impounded and distributed in the summer during 
periods of lowest flows. The project also involved the 
installation of deflectors and jetties to conserve favourable 
brook trout habitat in the river to the greatest extent 
possible. In addition to the construction of the fishway and 


control structures, the habitat loss compensation measures 
requested by DFO included developments aimed at creating or enhancing brook trout habitat 
both in the river and in certain lakes used by the fishery in this watershed. The authorizations 
required under the Fisheries Act were issued in the fall of 2002. 
eseeneeeneeneeoeeeoeeoeoeeeone oe eeoee20208000008880889008 


Jean-Guy Jacques, biologist and team leader, hydroelectric projects and control structures, and Simon Trépanier, 
analyst with the hydroelectric projects and control structures team, both work in the Fish Habitat Management 
Branch. Sylvi Racine is a senior communications advisor with the Communications Branch, 


Quebec Region. 
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Quebec City is 400 Years Old... 
And DFO is Celebrating too! 


By Richard Lessard 


Québec City and Fisheries and Oceans Canada are old 
friends who grew up together on the banks of the 
St. Lawrence River... 


This year, Québec City is celebrating the 400" anniversary of its 
founding. In the coming months, residents and tourists alike will discover 
a festive, frenzied city adorned with flags and bustling with activities. 

It's more than enough reason for DFO, a long-time partner in 
the city's social and economic history, to participate in the 
celebrations organized in its honour and to wish the city a happy 
anniversary in Its own way! 

The Quebec Region has already added the official Québec City 
400" anniversary logo to its postmark to mark the occasion, and a 
team has been working for an entire year to organize special 
activities as part of the Québec 2008 festivities. 

Colleagues with the Canadian Hydrographic Service are 
currently working on a commemorative map tracing Samuel de 
Champlain's travels in New France. The brightly coloured 
document will be the size of a real hydrographic map and will 
relate many historical details on the founder of Québec City and on 
First Nations. It will be officially unveiled in May. 

The CCG-Québec 2008 Committee is preparing a really special 
project. From mid-June to late August, the general public will be 
invited to an exhibition on the Canadian Coast Guard at the old 
Customs House at the Québec Base. A historical exhibit featuring 
artefacts, photographs and texts will show visitors how the Coast 


EBEC 


m CITY 


Guard contributed to the development of Québec City and to 
navigation on the St. Lawrence River. Theme rooms and an 
educational program will provide information on the Coast Guard's 
current activities, and draw the attention of young people to the 
exciting careers It offers. 

The exhibition will open officially in June, but DFO employees 
and alumni will be able to see it a few days before the public. 

In August, the city will welcome a rare visitor! The historic 
hydrographic vessel Surveyor will be passing through Québec City. 
It is a replica of a vessel equipped with oars and sails that was used 
by the British Admiralty around 1792 for technical and scientific 
surveys. Its visit will provide an opportunity for hydrography 
awareness activities. The public will also be offered walking tours to 
Espace du 400°, the major site for Québec 2008, located at the Old 
Port of Québec. 

Finally, in July and August, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Management will be participating in the “Aboriginal Realities” 
exhibit at Battlefields Park, organized by Indian and Northern 
Affairs Canada. DFO will be raising public awareness about the 
services that it provides, particularly with regard to Aboriginal 
commercial fisheries. 

If you are so inclined, visit “Québec 2008” at www.quebec400.gc.ca! 


Richard Lessard is a senior advisor with the regional Communications Branch in the 
Quebec Region. 
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